PREFACE
THIS book breaks no new ground. European travellers have before now given better and fuller accounts of the places it describes. Still the journey to Mecca and Medina is perhaps an experience sufficiently out of the common to be worth recounting ; especially as a good many years have gone by since the last Englishman to intrude himself into those places told the story of his adventures.
I have less deference in writing about the Yemen. The events in that country are worthy of a chapter in the history of these prosaic days. The counter-currents of human interest and activity that run up and down the Red Sea, linking the civilizations of the East and West, leave undisturbed this backwater. Western Europe knows little and cares less about what goes on there.
Yet for the last twenty years, while the Turks and Arabs have been struggling for the mastery, the history of the Yemen has been one of fire and sword. It is a record of battles and sieges, places taken by storm and garrisons starved into surrender ; of savage massacres and fierce reprisals. Generals have made and lost great military reputations there. The campaign of 1911, with which this book deals, probably cost nearly as many lives as did the Boer War. Nor is the conflict over ; it will be renewed and fought out to the end, for both sides mean to win.
Little more than bare references to these happenings have appeared in the newspapers. No war correspondents go up with the Turkish armies ; there are no foreign attaches to tell their countrymen what they see. The Turks are quite satisfied that the world should remain